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Dear Friends & Partners,
2021 has been a successful year for the organization and a year of refreshing as we were hugely deliberate in 
our efforts to strengthen on the systems, structures, & policies of the organization and build the capacity of our 
workforce to meet international standards and best practices. These efforts were highly rewarded given the 
quality of our work and effectiveness in our responses and interventions. 

In a bid to reposition CLHEI, a strategic plan for 2019 – 2023 was reviewed. It is hoped that it will direct the 
organizations interventions and inspire all stakeholders to support her vision. 

I would like to thank the staff of CLHEI for their unwavering commitment to excellence and immense 
contributions to the successes recorded during the year. Finally, my thanks go to the Board of Trustees who have 
been like the proverbial light, ever providing direction and guidance to the CLHEI Team. I would not forget to 
thank all our donors and partners without whom we would not be able to advance our mission. 

Helen.	D.	Teghtegh.	PhD
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Community	Links	and	Human	Empowerment	Initiative	(CLHEI)	is a non-for-pro�it, non-governmental organization established in January 2006 to address 

recurring challenges of the vulnerable, exposed, susceptible and marginalized groups and individuals. It aimed towards supporting their livelihoods, recovery and 

well-being in a just and equal society where their potentials can be realized within legal framework.  The organization believed in a society where human security 

is guaranteed without prejudice and acrimony. CLHEI supports Youths, Women, distress communities in terms of building resilience, promote peaceful co-

habitation and change, support health delivery systems, building early warning systems, with its head of�ice in Makurdi, Benue State, �ield of�ice in Ushongo and 

branch of�ice in La�ia, Nasarawa state, CLHEI is taking giant strides in addressing the multi-facet disasters that have plagued Benue state and affected human 

cohesion, livelihoods and growth.
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To work with the communities 
inclusively towards advancing, 
exploring and maximizing their 
abilities and capabilities for 
sustainable self- reliance.

Professionalism:
We believe in standards and best 
practices.

Good	attitude:
Maintain a positive disposition 
in thought,  speech and action

Equity	 &	 Inclusiveness:	 	We	
leave	no	one	behind

Transparency :   We  h i d e 
nothing.

A self-reliant society where 
individuals and groups explore 
their inner resources, realizing 
their innate potentials for total 
well-being and a just society.
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CLHEI THEMATIC AREAS OF OPERATION

HUMANITARIAN 
RESPONSE &  

DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT.

DEMOCRACY &

GOVERNANCE.

HEALTH & HUMAN

DEVELOPMENT
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Community engagement

Advocacy

Community sensitization

Capacity Building

Linkages 
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he year 2021 was a post pandemic year Twith salient prospects and a lot to 
reckon with Though. The pandemic 

transited into various waves and variance 
dominating the international, national, state 
and communities. A large population of 
Nigerians and the international society had 
found very stiff to see through and would 
describe as an unimaginable one year with 
numerous hope. There were relatively 
reduced death cases of COVID-19 and a 
signi�icant number of Adverse Events of 
Special  Interest  and Adverse Events 
Following Immunization since the acceptance 
of the COVID-19 vaccines had improved due 
to sensitizations and awareness created by 
key actors and stakeholders across the globe. 
There was an increase in Gender Based 
Violence especially in rape cases, increase in 

unemployment and hunger as well as human 
rights violations accompanied by insecurity 
climate and humanitarian crisis in the 
communities.

Benue state had seen stunted growth in 
agricultural productivity per annual yield, 
low GDP and per capital income, and a drastic 
increase in vulnerability to poverty, Climate 
and humanitarian crisis; leading to increase 
displacement and the need for interventions 
and responses to improve livelihood, food 
security, health care, Good governance and 
protection against human rights and 
violations.

CLHEI had harnessed the opportunities 
a b o u n d  t o  e m b a r k  o n  a d v o c a c i e s , 
sensitizations, capacity building as well as 

strategic engagements around the vulnerable 
populat ions  in  urban and suburban 
communities to improve resilience and 
copping capacities of the marginalized 
populations. Continuous sensitizations 
around COVID-19 and other critical ailments, 
Substance use and abuse, Gender Based 
V i o l e n c e ,  h u m a n  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n , 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  d i s e a s e 
prevention, Climate change mitigation, 
adaptation and resilience measures were 
carried out deliberately, in communities and 
some selected Local Government areas in 
Benue state. This was to respond to the 
challenges that confront young girls, women, 
persons living with disabilities internally 
displaced persons, the youths inclusively 
across the state; especially in hard to reach 
areas of Benue state, North Central Nigeria. 

A LOOK INTO 2021
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Project	Name:	Preparedness	and	response	to	
primary	and	secondary	impacts	of	COVID-19	
on	the	most	vulnerable	populations	in	Nigeria

(C19-APPEAL FUND PROJECT) 
FUNDED BY CAID

DURATION: OCT 2020 –FEB 2021
Project Objective: 

The C19 NALPER Project sought to improve living 
conditions of IDPs, Returnees and Vulnerable 
populations who have been deeply affected by the 
Lock Down incurred due to the Corona Virus 
Outbreak in the following key areas:
Ÿ Livelihood (NFIs)
Ÿ Health
Ÿ Wash
Ÿ Gender and Protection
Ÿ Accountability

Coverage: 4 communities in, Kwande

Project	Name:	Preparedness	and	response	to	primary	and	secondary	impacts	of	
COVID-19	on	the	most	vulnerable	populations	in	Nigeria

(C19- START- FUND PROJECT) 
FUNDED BY STARTFUND.

DURATION: DEC. 2020 – JAN 2021
Project Objective:   

The C19 NALPER Project sought to improve living conditions of IDPs, Returnees and 
Vulnerable populations who have been deeply affected by the Lock Down incurred due to 
the Corona Virus Outbreak in the following key areas:
Ÿ Livelihood (NFIs/CASH)
Ÿ Health
Ÿ Wash
Ÿ Gender and Protection
Ÿ Accountability

Coverage:	9	communities	in,	Vandeikya,	Okpokwu	and	Ogbadibo	LGAs

N0 3 C19 COVID 19 APPEAL PROJECTS N0 4 C19 STARTFUND PROJECT:

Our
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Theatre for Development
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Humanitarian	AID	(1,868) Sensitization	on	COVID-19	(17,709)
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Pictures	of	bene�iciaries	of	cash	and	Non-food	items	on	the	START	FUND	PROJECT	in	Okpokwu,	Ogbadibo	and	
Vandeikya	LGA's	of	Benue	State

pictures of beneficiary of cash and 
NFI's from APPEAL Fund project

Distribution of PPEs in Primary Health Care 
Centers across communities of project implementation

 in Kwande LGA

Distribution of PPEs in Primary Health Care 
Centers across communities of project 

implementation in Kwande LGA
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INTERVENTIONS AT 
THEMATIC UNITS
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE AND 
DISASTER 

HEALTH	EMERGENCY

1.1APIN	Icares	

The core service areas provided on the program 

through CLHEI includes: Education, Health, Psycho-

social Support, Household Economic Strengthening 

(HES), Nutrition and Food Security, Protection (Child, 

Legal & Social Protection), Shelter and Care, HIV 

Prevention. Life Skills and empowerment initiatives for 

adolescents (Adolescent Girls and Young Women) in 

line with the national guidelines and the new PEPFAR 

OVC technical guidance. 

 These services are provided both directly and through 

 referrals and linkages to wrap-around services such as

 child welfare centers, agricultural/food schemes, and 

 community health programs.

SENSITIZATIONS	 FOR	 EARLY	 WARNING	 &	 EARLY	

RESPONSE	IN	HEALTH	EMERGENCIES

1.2BREAST	AND	CERVICAL	CANCER	SENSITIZATION

The most important cause of premature mortality 

among women in the world is breast and cervical cancer making both cancer a major health problem 

for the women and the nation at large. Globally, the incidence and mortality of breast and cervical 

cancer have increased over the past three decades with an estimated annual rate of 3.1% and 1.8% 

respectively. In Nigeria, cervical and breast cancer are major publichealth challenge.

CLHEI team health was able to carry out sensitization among school children and teachers;creating 

awareness on cervical and breast cancer with the students of ECWA Secondary School, North bank 

Makurdi, Benue state.

Outcomes
Ÿ 30 students and 5 teachers sensitized on cervical breast cancer.
Ÿ Participants were enlightened on how to prevent breast and cervical cancer.
Ÿ They also learnt how to do a self-breast examination and how to observe their breast and cervix for 

signs and symptoms of cancer.

Title of Project- Improving Comprehensive AIDs Response for Stability (ICARE)
Donor: APIN Health Initiative  Duration: Oct 2019 - Sept 2021

Targeted Beneficiaries: OVCs and vulnerable households in Ushongo LGA –Benue State.
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TRAININGS/ 	 CAPACITY	 BUILDING	 FOR	
PREPAREDNESS	IN	HEALTH	EMERGENCIES
1.3.1	Capacity	building	on	breast	cancer
Team CLHEI embarked on a capacity building 
strategy for preparedness and awareness through 
educating, and improving the capacity of over 
seven staff and volunteers and awareness of staffs 
and volunteers on the menace of breast cancer, the 
symptoms, risk factors, early detection, prevention 
and treatment of breast cancer.

1.3.2Capacity	Building	on	Menstrual	Hygiene
Poor menstrual hygiene caused by a lack of 
education on the issue, persisting taboos and 
stigma, limited access to hygienic menstrual 
products and poor sanitation infrastructure 
undermines the educational opportunities, health 
and overall social status of women and girls around 
the world. As a result women and girls are kept 
from reaching their full potential. It is at this 
instance that an in-house staff training on 
“MENSTRUAL HYGIENE MANAGEMENT” was 
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  t h e  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n 
Development Thematic Unit.

HIGHLIGHTS:
The following were the highlights of the training. 

Ÿ The meaning of gender and gender roles
Ÿ Different biological make-up of the male 

and female gender
Ÿ Menstruation and the reason why it 

happens
Ÿ Menstrual cycle
Ÿ Menstrual management
Ÿ Menstrual waste disposal
Ÿ Myths and taboos of menstruation

1.3.3	Capacity	Building	on	Family	planning
CLHEI had participant's capacity built and 
strengthened to create awareness and sensitize 
people on the importance of family planning, its 
b e n e � i t s ,  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f 
unintended/unwanted pregnancies through 
family planning methods and most importantly 
the prevention of abortion.

The training on family planning had emphasis on 
the importance and bene�its of family planning. 
“The ability to time and space children reduces 
fetal, infant and maternal mortality and morbidity 
by preventing unintended and high risk 
pregnancies”. unintended pregnancies are 
pregnancies that are mistimed or unplanned as at 
the time of conception which is as a result of sexual 
a c t iv i t i e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  e ff e c t ive 
contraception through choice or coercion. While 
unwanted pregnancy is that which the woman 
does not want to be pregnant or have any more 
children.

Preventing unintended/unwanted pregnancies, 
the effective use of latex condoms can reduce the 
transmission of sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs). The availability and appropriate use of 
contraception can also reduce abortion rates since 
a large percentage of unintended pregnancies 
result in abortion. More so, couples who are able 
to plan their families, experience less physical, 
emotional and �inancial strain; have more time 
and energy for personal and family development; 
and have more economic opportunities. The risk 
factors associated with unintended pregnancies 
includes; contraceptive failure, non-use of 
contraceptive services, rape, infertility, lack of 
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awareness and maternal deaths.
Women and men may experience a number of barriers when trying to 
obtain family planning services which include lack of awareness of the 
availability of services, distance to family planning provider, concerns 
about con�identiality etc. another major barrier also include religious 
barrier which is most common in the northern part of the country.

1.3.4	In-House	Training/Capacity	strengthening	on	New	Trends	on	
HIV/AIDS	(Adolescent	Programming)
The main purpose of this training was to train participants on what HIV/AIDS is all 
about, educate participant on mode of transmission of HIV/AIDS, educate 
participants on new trends of HIV/AIDS
As well train participants on psychosocial support for adolescents living with 
HIV/AIDS.
Training on new trends of HIV/AIDS (Adolescent's programming) was anchored 
by health thematic lead and head of Ushongo �ield of�ice Mr. Chris Iannah. 
According to him, Adolescent sexual risk behavior is a global public health 
problem. Adolescents are human beings between the ages of 10 and 19. In 2015, 
this age group accounted for 16% of the world's population, or 1.2 billion people. 
Adolescence is a stage of life during which individuals have unique psychological, 
social, and health needs. The rapid physical and hormonal development of this 
period is sometimes accompanied by a desire for self-discovery, an emerging 
sense of autonomy, separation from caregivers, and assertion of independence, as 
well as a search for recognition and acceptance, which can lead to risk behaviors.

Without medication to control the virus, HIV usually takes over CD4 Cells and turns them 
into factories that produce millions of copies of the virus. As the virus makes copies, it 
damages or kills the CD4 cells, weakening the immune system. This is how HIV causes 
AIDS.

There are many different strains of HIV that are grouped into two main types:
HIV-1: most common type worldwide
HIV-2: found mostly in West Africa, Asia, and Europe
It is possible for one person living with HIV to carry several different strains of HIV in their 
body at the same time.
AIDS stands for Acquired Immune De�iciency Syndrome. AIDS is the most advanced stage 
of HIV disease.
HIV causes AIDS by attacking CD4 cells, which the immune system uses to protect the body 
from disease. When the immune system loses too many CD4 cells, you are less able to �ight 
off infections and can develop serious, often deadly, infections. These are called 
opportunistic infections (OIs).
When someone dies of AIDS, death is usually due to Opportunistic Infections (Ois) or other 
long-term effects of HIV. AIDS refers to the weakened state of the body's immune system, 
which can no longer stop opportunistic infections.
Unprotected sex exposes the adolescent to intentional or unintentional trauma, unwanted 
pregnancy, and sexually transmitted infections (STIs) such as human immunode�iciency 
virus (HIV) infection. 
Of these HIV-infected people, 31,000 were children, including 16,000 HIV-positive 
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adolescents and youth. Adolescents living with HIV depend entirely on their 
families for care. However, many adolescents are noncompliant with treatment 
due to socioeconomic, cultural, individual, and environmental factors. The 
consequences of noncompliance are abandonment of care, adoption of risky 
behaviors, persistence of viral load, occurrence of complications that increase the 
risk of death, and an increase in new infections. Optimizing adherence to 
antiretroviral therapy (ART) has been shown to prolong the lives of patients 
living with HIV and improve their quality of life, which are priority health 
indicators. Adolescents' lack of adherence to ART is likely due to a lack of 
knowledge, attitudes, and inappropriate practices about HIV/AIDS infection. 

Following the new directive of integrated HIV treatment and OVCs service, it is 
directed to achieve 95-95-95 less likelihood of infections. The �irst 95 represent 
the percentage of people who are HIVpositive and should know their HIV status. 
How to get them to admit is through active case �inding and when seen, they trace 
their families and test them and enroll those who have active cases. Key 
populations are those who have more likelihood of transmission e.g female sex 
workers, drug users etc. The second 95 represent the percentage of positive ones 
enrolled into treatment and help them remain in treatment (positive dignity) 
with the dawn of adolescent; there is need for sex education because of their high 
level of sex urge, extra care needs to be given to them and more psychosocial 
support, encouraging them to take their drugs regularly and on time. The third 
95% represents those who are HIV positive and taking treatment and should be 
virally surprised. 

OUTCOMES
· Participants had improved knowledge on what HIV/AIDs is about
· Participants had improved knowledge on the need not to stigmatize people living 
with HIV/AIDS
· Participants learnt psychosocial support and care they can give to people living 
with HIV/AIDs

1.3.5	Mental	Health
Mental illnesses are health conditions involving changing in emotion, thinking or behavior 
or a combination of these. The World Health Organization has set up10 October of every 
year to commemorate World Mental Health Day. The theme for this year was Mental health 
care for all; let's make it a reality. On that note the organization keyed into the activity that 
was organized by Civil Society Organization, Benue State chapter, at Elohim Foundation. 
This activity was facilitated by Dr. Terver from Benue State Ministry of Health. According to 
him, one(1) out of every four(4) suffers mental illness and in every moment, one(1) out of 
ten(10) is working through mental illness, that mental illness could manifest through 
biological, physiological and environmental factors. Through in-depth discussions the 
following outcomes were generated;

Outcomes

Ÿ Participants were enlightened on the ability to better handle issues ofstigmatization 
that is widely associated with mental illness and other health related issues.

Ÿ The activity propelled and equipped participants on creating awareness around mental 
health issues and to mobilize effort to support mental health.

Ÿ Participants learnt that accepting the mentally challenged as our problems and not their 
problems unify the society and brings about ends to blaming and stigmatizing the 
mentally challenged.

Ÿ Participants understood how to draw up programs and seek funding to help assist the 
mentally challenged.

1.3.6	World	Malaria	Day	Celebration
Malaria infection over the years has increased in its number especially in Africa. The high 
level and rate of increase in malaria infection cannot be ignored or left out for it has become 
a serious health concern.
Every year it has pertinent to educate people on the malaria, which includes how to check 
the malaria, early detection and treatment.
In 2021, CLHEI commemorated World Malaria Day through sensitization of residents in 
Bam-Bam community, Makurdi, Benue State to enlighten 56 households on malaria 
prevention, early detection and treatment.
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FOOD SECURITY

2.1.0	CLHEI	CHRISTMAS	KITCHEN	2021

In	Benue	and	Nasarawa	State	Nigeria,	violent	con�lict	has	caused	the	displacement	of	thousands	of	people	into	IDP	camps	where	they	are	exposed	to	poor	living	conditions	

which	have	made	them	unable	to	pursue	their	farming	activities.	And	as	such,	livelihood	loss	may	lead	to	reduced	access	to	food	and	an	increased	rate	in	hunger	and	

malnutrition	both	in	children	and	adult.	Christmas	Kitchen	is	a	yearly	activity	where	CLHEI	reaches	out	to	the	vulnerable	people	in	Benue	State	and	beyond	with	food	and	non-

food	items.

This	year	the	Christmas	kitchen	activity	successfully	reached	out	to	110	vulnerable	households.This	covered	Tudunkaure	community	in	Nasarawa	State	and	Ortese	IDPs	camp	

in	Benue	state.	In	Tudunkaure	community	in	Nasarawa	State,	10	vulnerable	households	bene�ited	from	the	project	while	in	Ortese	camp	in	Benue	State,	100	lactating	mothers	

representing	their	respective	households	bene�ited	from	the	distribution.	

The	project	was	considered	to	be	a	success	as	it	brought	smiles	to	the	faces	of	the	bene�iciaries.		This	positive	reaction	from	the	bene�iciaries	was	largely	because	the	Christmas	

Kitchen	guaranteed	them	access	to	food	and	consequently,	the	prevention	of	hunger	during	this	yuletide	season.		
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3.1.1Awareness	creation	on	gender	equality	among	young	school	student
With the aim to strengthen the response to Gender Based Violence and reduce cases 
of GBV in Benue state, CLHEI had conducted trainings for50 students and 2 teachers.	
Participants were sensitized on Gender Based Violence.The training has availed the 
population with an understanding of how to tackle GBV issues (the need to speak 
out) fundamental human rightsand the VAAP Law. CLHEI has also made efforts to 
avail SOPs to enlighten staffs and volunteers on how to address issues of GBV within 
and outside the
organization.

3.1.2Sensitization	on	GBV	at	UBE	St.Mary	Makurdi

Violence against women and girls is one of the most prevalent human rights 

violations in the world. Gender Based Violence undermines the health, dignity, 

security and autonomy of its victims, yet it remains shrouded in a culture of 

silence. Victims of violence can suffer sexual and reproductive health 

consequences, including forced and unwanted pregnancies, sexually transmitted 

infections including HIV and even death. The issue of Gender Based Violence 

reaches every corner of the world. According to the World Health Organization 

(WHO) data from 2013, one in every three women has been beaten, coerced into 

sex or abused in some other way- most often by someone she knows. One in �ive 

women is sexually abused as a child according to a 2014 report. In regards to this, 

the organization carried out a training at UBE St. Mary's North bank to 

sensitizestudent and teachers on GBV and the limitations of gender roles on the 

society and especially the female child.

PROTECTION
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This	 year	 CLHEI	 has	 reached	 out	 to	 over	 1,200	
children	and	adults	with	sensitizations	on	COVID-
19	 protocols	 and	 WASH	 practices	 using	 drama,	
tales,	play	group,	Fashion	parades	and	music	for	
entertainment	 among	 IDP	 children.	 This	 was	
aimed	 to	 create	 awareness	 on	 the	 impact	 of	
COVID-19	and	other	related	diseases	on	the	health	
and	wellbeing	 of	 IDPs	 across	 camps	 in	Makurdi	
and	Guma	LGAs	of	Benue	State.

WASH
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In collaboration with United Helping Heart (UHH), CLHEI was 

able to celebrate with Internally Displace Persons (IDPs) 

through the distribution of NFIs across four IDP camps in 

Makurdi and Guma LGA namely, NEPA quarters, Abagena, 

Daudu 1 and Ukpam camps. These NFIs were distributed 

following international days in the humanitarian calendar. 

These days include Children's Day, Mother's Day, Father's Day 

and World Charity Day celebrations.
thThe children's Day is celebrated every May 27  in Nigeria. It 

was �irst established by the United Nations in 1964, it marks 

the celebration of children, creating awareness for issues 

affecting children and helping us appreciate that they are the 

future of our society.CLHEI was out to celebrate the day with 

Internally Displace Persons across four IDP camps in Makurdi 

and Guma LGA namely; NEPA quarters camp, Abagena, Daudu 

1 and Uikpam camps, Team CLHEI reached out to a total of 315 

children with NFIs including clothing and shoes.

3.2.1Sensitization	on	breast	cancer/distributions	of	NFIs
Breast cancer is the most invasive cancer in women and the 
second leading cause of cancer deaths in women after lung 
cancer. Awareness for symptoms and the need for screening 
are important ways of reducing risk. In rare instances breast 
cancer can also affect men, which is why it was pertinent for 
CLHEI to carry out an awareness campaign and sensitization 
to IDPs in Makurdi (Federal Housing and NEPA Quarters, 
Daudu 1 and Abagana Camps). The activities were arm at 
creating awareness on breast cancer and additionally 
distribute 178 Women clothes to the above selected IDP 
camps within Makurdi, Benue state.
The Mother's Day focused on sensitization and awareness 
creation on Breast Cancer and distribution of NFIs (clothes, 
shoes and hand bags) to four selected camps within Makurdi
Three hundred and eleven (311) women were reached out at 
the various IDP camps with NFIs in Makurdi.

NFI’s (Non Food Items)
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CLIMATE CHANGE
3.3.1	COP	26	summit	
The impact of climate change cannot be over 
emphasized, Extinction Rebellion Global 
Support and the COP Coalition – Benue took 
the streets of Makurdi Benue State Nigeria to 
mark the GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION as well as 
hold COP 26 in the communities. This was 
deliberate to stimulate CLIMATE ACTION and 
to direct the minds of the populace to embrace 
attitudes that enhance climate change and 
adaptation. The global walk was done 
targeting buyers and sellers with emphases on 
the dumpsites in and around Wurukum 
market Makurdi Benue Stat.
The coalition also held a round table 
discussion with stakeholders in the state to 
analyze mitigation measures and gaps therein. 
A brief presentation from Mr. Chivir of the COP 
coalition – Benue focused onidentifying 
plastic waste generated from domestic and 
industrial sources as a major threat to our 
marine ecosystem.
The presentation analyzed the problems 
posed by plastic pollution advancing from the 
production, distribution, consumption and 
disposal of this wastes to our environment. It 

was noted that each plastic contains about 148 hazardous chemicals and these wastes are generated and not recycled of which 
when exposed in the environment, they are either moved into our waters through water run ways or by air due to poor disposal 
mechanism which affects our marine species; a source of human foods.
What then are the roles stakeholders can play to tackle the issue of plastic waste into our rivers and marine ecosystem? Being 
an interactive session, participants gave their views on general roles one need to play in reducing the impact of climate change 
through proper waste management.
Furthermore, the coalition held a livestreamed telecast from the central event in Glasgow highlighting and informing the 
challenges faced by other countries around the world and looking at how countries have aligned strategies on how to tackle 
climate change in their regions. One of those strategic plans highlighted was converting waste to energy and controlling 
illegal dumpsites which is the major problem of climate impact.

There was an interactive section with participants around the globe via zoom on what will be the best strategy in a country like 
Nigeria with focus on Benue State.Contributions were directed towards campaigning for the enactment of a status banning 
single use plastics and a comprehensive regulation on extended producer responsibility. The coalition agreed upon suggestions 
globally to carry out advocacies to relevant bodies and conduct trainings on waste management.
Closing out on the event was a zoom activity focusing on addressing or building on the way forward.
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2.1	World	Environmental	Day
Team CLHEI along other members of CSDevNet 
Benue chapter in their bit collaborated to 
commemorate the World Environmental Day 
with vigorous tree planting activities and round 
table talks to foster the way forward in tackling 
climate based issues affecting the common 
people in the communities and encourage 
climate mitigation and adaptation practices 

thwithin the Makurdi town and environs on the 5  
of June,2021.The team in collaboration with Faith 
based institutions, Academic institutions ( 
Faculty of Environmental Management, Benue 
state University), Business premises, Responsive 
Residence and traditional palaces within 
Makurdi metropolis distributed over 150 trees 
including ornamental, economic and various 
species to be planted and nurtured by the 
b e n e � i c i a r i e s  wh i c h  w i l l  b e  m o n i to re d 
strategically to follow up with the survival rates of 
the plant species and the impact of the strategy.

1.2	 Capacity 	 Building 	 on	 Tai lored	
Fertilizer	Recommendation

Agriculture in Nigeria is made up of four sub-activities: Crop Production, Livestock, Forestry and Fishing. While the Nigeria 
economy is heavily dependent on oil, agriculture still contributes a signi�icant amount to Nigeria's economy.
Good agricultural practices can result to high yields likewise bad agricultural procedures can lead to fatal and total loss of 
investment. It is necessary therefore, to train farmers, agricultural extension agents and other interested organizations on the 
practical steps to follow to achieve optimum yield in the farmlands.
An AKILIMO representative from IITA trained 13 staff of Community Links and Human Empowerment Initiative on Tailored 
Fertilizer recommendations which exposed participants to the dos and don'ts of agricultural practices and the Cost-bene�it 
analysis framework. The essence of the training is to equip staffs with the skills necessary to train farmers and agricultural 
extension agents to produce good yields (Crops) from the farm and also prevent environmental degradation such poor soil 
fertility and erosion.

DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND ENVIRONMENT
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& Democracy

2.1.1	Sensitization	on	electoral	processes	at	Bam-Bam	community
Over the years, electoral processes in the history of Nigeria's democratic governance have continued to be marred by extra ordinary displays of rigging, thuggery, “do or die” affairs, 
ballot snatching at gun points, violence and acrimony, boycotts, threats and criminal manipulations of voter's list, falsi�ication of election results, the use of security agencies against 
political opponents and the intimidation of voters.  In fact, elections remain one of the leading sources of con�lict which often result to confrontations that continue to threaten the 
political stability and peace of the nation. As we strive to achieve a free and fair election 2023, CLHEI carried out training with Bam-Bam community behind modern market, Makurdi 
to create awareness on electoral processes to;
· advocate for a free and fair election.

· Tackle misconduct of youth during electoral process
· Encourage women participation in electoral process
· To increase the number of citizens with the voter ID cards
A total number of 30 men, women and youths were sensitized on electoral processes including how to tackle election malpractices in Benue State and also enlightened on their 

fundamental human rights.

2.1.2	Preventingviolent	Extremism
In the growing threat of violent extremism in Nigeria and the penchant of perpetrators to 
recruit young people (women/men) who are convinced, agree and participate in 
atrocious crimes mostly as a means for economic escape, religious obligations, political 
af�iliations or ignorance has threatened peace in Nigeria, most especially Benue State.As 
part of the intervention under the project connecting Women and Youth in Violent 
Extreme Prone Areas through Empowerment and Skill Acquisition in Benue State, 
currently being implemented in some local governments of the State. A capacity building 
meeting held by Women Environmental Program on how to prevent violent extremism 
was attended by CLHEI's staff to strengthen and improve her staff's capacity and key into 
this intervention. 
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Celebrations
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4 . 1 . 1 In te rna t i ona l 	 Fa the r ' s 	 Day	
Celebration
Father's Day is a day set aside to honor 
fatherhood and paternal bonds, as well as the 
in�luence of fathers in the society. The aim of 
the celebration or day is  to express 
appreciation and acknowledge the role of the 
father �igure in children lives, and society as a 
whole. The celebration of this lovely, warm 
paternal bond is quite popular all over the 
world. Father's Day was �irst proposed in 

th1909, and it is celebrated on 20  June every 
year. This day is an opportunity to show your 
father how much he means to you and the role 
he has played in shaping your life.  
CLHEI hosted camp leaders from 3 IDP camps 
within Benue state to commemorate the 
International Father's Day and strengthen 
their capacity to arrest the issue of child 
traf�icking in the IDPs. This was also to 
provide them a foundation to understand 
realities of child traf�icking, share knowledge 
with parents and community members and 
possibly engage in local prevention efforts. 

FATHER’S DAY
CELEBRATION
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INTERNATIONAL

& NFI DISTRIBUTION

The International Day of Charity seeks to promote and recognize charity and its role in easing humanitarian 
crises and suffering in the world. The day also serves to recognize the work of charitable organizations and 
individuals around the globe whose philanthropic actions have contributed to the creation of more inclusive 

thand resilient societies. The day of 5  September was chosen to commemorate the passing of Mother Teresa. She 
was known for her dedication to charitable work and gave her life to helping others and overcoming poverty, 
suffering and distress.
This year CLHEI celebrated the remarkable day with IDPs in Daudu 1, reaching out to 100 children with 
clothes.
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4.1.3	World	Humanitarian	Day
The commemoration efforts were aimed at creating awareness on climate crisis, effects of 
deforestation and also giving out clothes to the two selected IDP camps in Makurdi local 
government area of Benue state.
During the sensitization and awareness creation that took place at the two selected camp(Daudu 1 
and Abagena IDP camps) the activity was explained in clear terms using the (TIV) language which 
Majority of the IDPs understood. The sensitization was carried out in a way that the people will 
understand and also be part of the activity, a demonstration was shown to them by planting 5trees 
each in both camps, and explained the importance of tree planting and the harmful impacts of 
deforestation to the health systems.  The people were made to understand that as trees grow, they 
help stop climate change by removing carbon dioxide from the air, storing carbon in the trees and 
soil, and releasing oxygen into the atmosphere. They were further instructed on watering and 
monitoring the planted trees for a healthy growth.
The second aspect of the activity was the distribution of clothes.

Outcomes

Ÿ 188 IDPs were enlightened on the dangers of climate crisis and the preventive       

measures.

Ÿ IDPs are made to understand the importance of tree planting, 10 trees were planted, 5 in 

each IDP camp.

Ÿ 133 IDP Women reached with clothes, hair ties, caps, waist trimmer and bras.

The impact of the commemoration of World No AlcoholDay cannot be over 
emphasized. This mind blowing and captivating community participatory 
event was rolled up with a live radio phone in program which transited to a 
community engagement town hall meeting anchored by a cross section of 
moderators and facilitators in the health, legal and security sectors been 
major actors in regulating and driving risk communication messages 
relative to alcohol consumption in Benue state North Central Nigeria. 
This event exposed the socio-medical harm of alcohol and the linkages of 
alcohol consumption with Gender Based Violence; created avenues to 
emphasize the need for social behavioral change in consumption of 

alcohol in Nigeria. Experience 
was shared by participants and 
the need for withdrawal was 
established among participants 
both on radio and in the town hall 
meeting. Nine callers participated 
on the radio show while fifty (50) 
participants, 29 male and 21 
f e m a l e  w e r e  h o s t e d  i n  a 
p a r t i c i p a t o r y  c o m m u n i t y 
e n g a g e m e n t  m e e t i n g  t o 
deliberate on the theme for 2021 
(CHANGE IS NECESSARY). 

Outcomes were harvested on a 
real time bases and analysis 
shown that the society will lean 
positively to change if continuous 
a w a r e n e s s  c r e a t i o n  a n d 
sensitization are undertaken 
within and around Benue state.

WORLD NO 
ALCOHOL DAY 
2021
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4.1.5	World	Children	Day	
May 27 is children's holiday in Nigeria. It was �irst established by the United Nations in 
1964, it marks the celebration of children, creating awareness for issues affecting 
children and helping us appreciate that they are the future of our society.
CLHEI was out to celebrate this day with Internally Displace Persons across four IDP 
camps in Makurdi and Guma LGA namely NEPA quarters camp, Abagena, Daudu 1 and 
Ukpam camps, Team CLHEI   estimated to reach out to a total of 315 children through 
distribution of NFIs

The World Children's Day was celebrated with enthusiasm from team CLHEI in 
partnership and support from UNITED HELPING HEARTS (UHH) “Compassion in 
Action” and GLOBAL WOMEN MINISTRY ASSOCIATION California took advantage of this 
special day to celebrate and appreciate the giftedness of the children in the IDP camp. 
They made available clothing, shoes; snack and other food items were distributed to 
selected bene�iciary children across the four selected IDP camps during the celebration.

WORLD CHILDREN’S DAY
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