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The Benue IDP
Voting Context:



Across Nigeria, the electorates went to the polls to
choose new leaders in the Presidential and National
Assembly elections on the 25th February, 2023. The INEC-
IDP voting framework afforded a window for the
Internally Displaced Population (IDPs) not to be
disenfranchised through its provision.  Benue State, the
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) were not left out in
the exercise of their civic responsibility. The political
voice of IDPs, women, youth and the younger voters who
have reached the voting age is needed for dialogue and
to make the Government accountable, which can be
particularly important in meeting the needs of vulnerable
persons.



The pre-electoral activities included massive voter
education campaign using the theatre-for-
development strategy under the Get-Out-the-Vote
program, several community engagements and
stakeholders’ consultative meetings that enabled for
agreement and situation of voting centers within some
selected IDP Camps and in host communities with
close proximities to IDP. This resulted to Benue State
having 59 voting centers (56 in host communities and 4
in the IDP camps) across 6 LGAs.



For this, we commend the proactiveness of Benue
INEC in prioritizing the participation of IDPs not
only in voting in the elections but also in the
electoral processes in Benue State; where 2 IDPs
were recruited as INEC adhoc Staff for the 2023
general elections. The concerted attempt to
remove all barriers to IDP voting and subsequent
participation of IDPs in electoral processes in
Benue State is serving to promote engagement,
and prevent marginalization.



The Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS)
introduced for the 2023 elections had a lot of
misconception around it. There was also a clear
demonstration of lack of capacity among some INEC
adhoc staff.  This either delayed the process, or led to
the voting to be postponed for some voting points or
kept voters later into the late evening along other
logistic interruptions that INEC faced. Reasons for this
were alluded to the belated training of technical
personnel, and insufficient mock testing exercise.
Despite these issues, CLHEI witnessed a well-informed
IDP Voter turnout.



CLHEI was impressed by the enthusiasm and resilience
of IDPs to come out in large numbers to vote,
demonstrating confidence in the BVAS machine as a
credible medium to ensure their votes count. While the
electorates wait for the outcome of the voting, IDPs hope
good leaders will emerge to facilitate their return,
recovery and reintegration. We’ll also love to commend
the professionalism and dedication of security operatives
in maintaining a safe and secure voting environment for
IDPs; the IDP voting centers were largely peaceful to
ensure a smooth and seamless experience.



Following the electoral Act, each PU had
two security agents, this left each voting
Center hosting  more than one PU have
enough unarmed security agents seen
around the center, except for the joint
task patrol team that were 100 meters

away from each center.



As an organization, we have observed the
proceedings of the Presidential and National
Assembly Elections in IDP Voting centers and
polling units in host communities across Benue
State and will continue to engage key electoral
stakeholders with far-reaching recommendations
to remove all barriers to IDP Voting, improve
their participation in the electoral processes and
facilitate the adequate implementation of the
INEC-IDP Voting Framework.



Ahead of the Gubernatorial
and State Assembly elections

across the country, CLHEI
recommends that:



INEC should substantively test
operational issues connected
with its election technology
and transmission of results;

1.



2. INEC conducts sufficient
refresher training of adhoc staff &
technical personnel on the setup

and use of the BVAS Machine;



3. INEC collaborates with Civil Society
Organizations, Media outlets and influencers

to spread information and educative
messages regarding the functioning of the
BVAS machine, the voting procedures and

the onward transmission of the result
sheets;



4. INEC should consider
setting up more voting

centers within IDP camps.


